c-Abl expression in oral squamous cell carcinomas.
c-Abl is proto-oncogene product. c-Abl has roles in signal transduction, cell cycle regulation, and inhibition of apoptosis. There are many reports about c-Abl function in hematopoietic cells, but few are concerned with solid tumors. In the present study, biopsy specimens from 44 patients with oral squamous cell carcinomas were subjected to immunohistochemistry, and the expression levels of c-Abl were correlated with clinicopathological features. Statistical analyses revealed that c-Abl expression was significantly associated with T-category (p = 0.011), sex (p = 0.014), and differentiation (p = 0.007), but no significant difference was observed with N-category, age, primary tumor region, or the other histological gradings. The low c-Abl expression group included more T4, male, and poorly differentiated cases. There was a trend towards longer tendency survival in the high expression group, but the difference was not significant. We conclude that c-Abl is a good candidate for a tumor-expansion marker.